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CZECEOSLOVAK PLAN FULFILIMENT IN 195k

[Comment, ; This report presents information on 195k Czechos lovak
plan fulfillment, published in the 15 March 1955 dissue of Plancvane
Hospodarstvy (Planned Economy), issued by the State Planning Office
{Statni urad Planovazi) in Prague. ]}

Indussrianl Prcéuction

lom Dul;'lfg 1954, zertatn sdjustments in Czechoslovak gross industrial produc -
15“ I[> ng Vf—-f‘e made in accordanse with inventories of industrial rav materi-
als, Iserifinished?] meterials, and finished products. The adjusted plan was

falfilied 10z 5 parcent,

Zndividuel mintstries fulfilled the gress industrial product 1
1554 25 folions: gress industrial preduction plan for

Mimietry Fulfillment /%)

Fuel and Power 102
Fuel Branch only 102
tallurgy and Ore Mines 99.8
‘hemical Industry 102
Engineeriag 98
Tenstructicn 107
Ferssta and Lumber Industry 202
Light Induntry 105
Frod Industzy 10z

Industoisl enterprises of the Ministry of
Transportaticn 107
!

Industrial enterprises of the Ministry of
Local Eoonomy 117

Induswrial enterprises cf other ministries
and central organs 109

Preduner Cooperatives 103

Froaucticn of the fellewing industrisl preducts during 195h was greater
ther plsoned: hard ~oal [kamene uhli); browm ccal {hnede uhli}; illuminating
#8s; gasoline; dierel oll, rough profile steel (mzdium grade); galvanized and
lecquered sheet memg.; copper; high-voltage and spezial light bulbs; automatic
velerhone cenbrals; vertical boring mills arvd drilling machines; coal chutes
for minsz, "Z-25" tractors' scme types of tractor impiements, such as plows,
grein €rills, planters, mowers, and binders; trolley buses; nonferrous metal
and nonferrour metal alloy castings; gray cest iron and malleable cast iron
zastings; some types of commercial fertilizers, such as nitregencus lime and
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Superphosphates; sulfurie acid; tar pigments; paints and enamels; synthetic
plastics, such ag ployv1ny1chloride; synthetic viscose and "sijop" fibers;
drugs, such as penicillin, Sulfonamides, and insulin; truck tires; refractery
and magnesite brick; building panels; asbestos-cement water pipes; coniferous
and deciduous lumber; paper; flat glass; ang others,

The l95h'production Plan was also surpassed in the following varieties
of fosd products ang industrial consumer 8ocds: Dbeef and veal; vegetable
01ls; wheat flour; chocolate ang other candies; dureble baked gocds; soap;
tocthpaste ; cotton, linen, semilinen, silk, and wool textiles; knitted outer
garments; lagieg: knitted ang woven undervear; hosiery; lcather ang rubber
fOOtWEEI} handbags; ¢anning Jars; furniture; electrie and gas ranges; home
Sewing machines; electric vashing wachines ani refrigerators; baby-carrlages;
;fglophane; blcycle tires and tubas; rubber tcys; tennis balls; oilcloth; ang

ere,

) Despite the fact that the plan of industrial producticn was surpassed,
the Ministry of Fuel and Power failed to complete the preduction plan for
elsctricity; the Miniztry or Metallurgy and Ore Mines falled to complete the
p}en for mining iron and manganese ore, pyrite conentrates, and the produc -
tiocn of pig iron., 1mme Ministry of the Chemical Industry failed to complete
the production plan for "Ostravae" potassium nitrate, caleined soda, sodium
hydrexide, and tord silk; the Ministry of Engineering failed tc complete the
prcdu;:inn Plan for steepn betliers, diesel €Dginse, steam and vater turbines,
miin-lipne lccomctivee, Freight and passenger cars, automebiles, motorcycles;
tranes. roller bearings, radios, and metal hcusevare; the Ministry of Con-
?t:uotion failed ¢ zompléte the produssion plan for cement, lime, fireg
nrickiand roofing tile; the Mintetry of Forects and the Lumber=:ndu5try
failed to complete the Production plan fer cuttirg ani bauling of timber; the
Min}stry of the Feed Industry faiied to “omplete the productisn plan for
PCrK. milk, gnd butter as g result of the failure tc complete the agrisui-
tural productisn plan; and the Ministry cf the local Ecenomy failed to com-
plete the production pian for fired brizk and roofing tile,

Industrial Preduction Incresss
T Ctctlon Incresse

_ Gross 1industrial produttion in 195k was L. L pereant greater than in
1952.  Production of capital gocds tnereaseq L .o pPernent, whils production
of consumer 80048 increased b7 pereent, in the same pericd.

The folloving table Shows the incriase in produztion of specifie prod-
ucts during 1954 over production in 1953,

Product Increase (%)

Electricity 110
Hard coal {kamene uhli) 106
Brown coal (hnede uhli) 110
Lignite 113
Petroleum 103
~oke 10L
Iliuminating gas 108
Pyrite concentrate 1z2
Copper ore 117
Ferroalloys 137
Rolled products of raw [unrefined] stee) 102
Unrefined steel shapes (medium grade) 104
Electrolytic ccpper 150
Refined steel tubing 109
. 4
-2 .
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Product Increase > (%) T
E— 1™ s
Steam beilers 3 times | -
Steam turbines 119
Diesel engines 152 )
Alterneting-current generators 417 3
Drills 126 & ,
Grinders 2.1 times . .
foal loaders for mines 2.4 times t I N
Coal chutes for mines 176 : q
Woodvorking machines by
Trawler exzavators 165 12 A+
Agricultural machinery, total 2.5 times  ——
Tractors 127 ey
Tracter-povered mevers 3.4 times
Hugsg 193
Mitorcynies 220
Rollar bearings 119
Nitrogencus fertilizers 110
Phesporous fertilizers 121
Sulfuric asig 110
Scdium hydroxide 11k
Polyvinychloride 114
Cord silk [HynthetiC] 12k
"Siloa" 131
Peniciilin 122
Cement 110
V3 Lims 11
Fired brick 109
. Reuf'ing tile 120
Concrete buiiding panels [prefavricated) 15k
Asbestor-cement vater pipes 2.2 times
Papex 104
Pork lard, raw 17
Tallow, raw 128
Edible facs 106
Dairy bubtsr 105
Fish preduzgs 118
Cheege 139
g Wheat flour 105
N . Perisnables wheat baked goods 104
Contecticns {nonchocolate ) 115
Lurable baked gods 113 .
Nonalesholss beverages 11k \1
Brightly woven yard goods (satenka) 137
Suitings (plastove tkaniny) : 3.8 times
Infants' cuter clothing, knitted 128
Ladies' knitted and woven underwear 132
"Silon" hosiery 128 4
Rubber foctwear 107
Eramslvare [houschold] 111
Televisiog sets 22
Electric stoves 128
Cas heaters 2.3 times
Electric vacuum cleaners 64
Electric refrigerators 2.4 timesg
Electric washers 3.4 times
Cameras 123
Furniture 112
y
-3
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A definite improvement in the pover [production] situation during the
second half of 1954 wag noted. Coal production also increased, in comparison
with last year. Hovever, not even partial improvement in the ore reserve was
registered, Over-all rroduction of basic goods by the metallurgical industry
was not increased, despite the adequate supply of materials,

The engineering industry, whose expansion was slower than in previous
years, undervent g substantial change in its production. Production of agri-

larly the failure to maintain delivery schedules. Insufficient attention was k-
devoted to economizing production and improving work organization. This was
reflected in the unsatisfactory fulfillment of production cost plans.

The activation of new production capacities led to an increase in the
production of the most important construction materijals,

Production of industrial consumer goods and food was also substantially
increased, The quality and variety of such goods, however, frequently failed
to meet the desired standards, despite some definite improvements.

Certain improvements in the utilization of the means of production in
some industrial sectors during 1954, particularly in the utilization of coal
[mining] combines, cogl loaders, and of equipment in the chemical and textile
industries, were noted.

The number of coal [wining] combines in operation in 1954 was increased,
and the average productivity of each combine was raised roughly 50 percent.
ut of coal loading equipnent improved from 11 to 27 percent over 1953.
The output of excavators in strip mines also rose. Productivity of power
shovels increased 10 percent; that of rotating excavators (kolesova rypadla)
12 percent; and of bucket eéxcavators, S percent,

The number of workers in industry in 1954 was 2 percent greater than in
1953. Nevertheless, there was g continuous shortage of manpower in coal
mines, iron ore mines of the Ministry of Metallurgy and Ore Mines, and timber
cutting enterprises of the Ministry of Forests and the Lumber Industry,

The ratio between labor productivity and average worker wages has st111
not reached a satisfactory proportion. Labor productivity increased only
2 percent [in 1954], while average wages increased more rapidly. This was k
especially true of the Ministries of Fuel and Power, Engineering, and the
Light Industry.

Labor turnover and absenteeisn among workers decreased during 195k,
Substantial absenteeism and labor turnover still existed in enterprises of
the Ministry of Fuel and Pover, in iron ore and manganese ore mines of the
Ministry of Metallurgy and Ore Mines, and in timber cutting enterprises of
the Ministry of Forests and the Lumber Industry.

Production costs in the production of comparable goods were roughly
1.5 percent lower in 1954 than in 1953. Planned reduction of production
costs was not achieved. The Ministries of Fuel and Pover, Metallurgy and Ore
Mines, Engineering, and Construction did not complete the plans for reducing

production costs,

A

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700240147 -




!

g »
-

, . : : M R0.001 A000700240147-1
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/12 : CIA-RDP80 00809A000700z
aniuz

The number of rejects manufactured in industrial enterprises wag sti1) Y s
high, Enterprises or the Ministry of Metallurgy and Ore Mines had a lower L 3 ML
number of Tejects in 195h than in 1953, but enterprises of the Ministrieg of P -
Engineering and Construction maintained the same level of rejects as in 1953, :é;
IR
Even though the amount of surplus supplies in industry was decreased, £
the Temaining amount ig 5t111 excessive, i
t &
Geological Tesearch revealeq Some additional sources of Taw materials, & -
particularly coal, ore, and raw materials for the Production. of construction b e
materials, .

Despite some Buccesses

in industrial production,
flelencies still remained,

various significant de-

Even though tpe 8ross production Plan was completed, a numbe
prises faileq to fulfill th

elr tasks, The harmful practice of
of production plans for primary products brevailed in some ministries and in
many enterprises,

r of enter-

Poor management
irregular production,

¢ capacities, considerable
; inadequate increases in labor productivity,
and increased production costs,

~

ional economy to further ex.

OgY. To raise the technical level of produc-
industry] proguced many prototypes of

y the high-voltage and low-voltage

¢oal and ore processing, and the chemical, woodworking,
paper, and food industries,

Research on con
ethods to produce I

struction machinery led
m;
tant road-building

to the develcpment and testing of
einforced ton¢rete ceili;

ng panels, Prototypes of impor-
machinery were also ccmpleted.

I
1‘
The Ministry of Construction expended itg broduction of reinforced ¢op.
crete beams,
I

Prototypes of Czechoslovak grain and beet combines, tractor-powered Y
three-blade (trilistove) mowers, balers, silage combines; ang a number of 1
other machines, inclua:

L o8B & prototype of a tractor [mounted] mwanure loader,
were completed for the agricultural industry 1in 195k,

The introduction of new techno

logical Processes
methods continued.

drilling and under-
: 1ly expanded.

ghest quality spring wir
e metallurgical industry wi

Prcduction of the hi
als was achjeved in th
ards of quality,

&nd progressive work 1
|

¢ from domestic rawv materi.
thout impairing high stand-

A method of cold welding gray cast iron with an electric are was

achieved, permitting, among other advantages, the conservation of scarce ‘
metals. New and more productive methods of welding were developed, and suit-

able materials were suggested, again permitting the conservation of scarce

|
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sultsble materials were suggested, again permitting the conservation of scarce
metals, Substantial conservation of materials wes achieved in the automobile
Industry, through series production of various parts by cold stamping.

The number of improvement suggestions put into pract’ce in industry dur-
ing 1954 reached roughly 43,000,

Despite the importance of introducing new machinery and equipment, tech-
nological processes, and progressive work methods, individual ministries
failed to consistently devote their attention to these tasks. Consequently,
Plans for technical development were not completed to satisfaction.

Agrizalture

The plan for soving grain crops wes completed 101 percent, and that for
planting vegetables, 109 percent. The plan for plunting row crops and fedder
ves not fulfilled. Only 98 percent of the total planned agricultural area
was planted, and because of unfavorable spring weather, planting wes delayed,
compared to 1953,

Per-bectare yields of the following crops vere higher in 1954 than in
1953, as indicated (in percert): beets, 3.8; chicory, 8.2; rape, S.h; flax,
L.2; hops, 5.2; and oats, 9.6.

A& a result of unfavorable climatic conditions, per-hectare yields of
winter grains and potutoes were lower in some areas than pianned, The total
volume of crop production in 1954 was lower than in 1953. In 1954, 10 per-
cent more land was plowed than in 1953, Deep plowing was carried out to a
greeter degree than in 1953, but time limits for plowing were nct obeserved
and the plan for plowing was completed only 93 percent.

Agricultural enterprises received 31 percent more anitrogencus, 12 per-
cent more phosphorous, and 22 percent more petash fertilizers than in 1953.

The mechanization ¢f sgricultursl labor was increased. In 195h, agri-
culturel eoterprices wer: provided with 8,900 tractors (calculated on the
basis of i5 horsepower per tractor). 7h8 grain combines, L85 beet combines,
25 potato combines, 115 flax rombines, 400 sutomatic threshers, 657 tractor-
meunted binders, 5,800 tractor-mounted dr:lls, 3,900 tractor-mounted mowers,
more than 3,170 plows, almost 8,500 harr:iws, 2,700 dise plews, 3,750 culti-
vators, and other equipment.

In 1954, the tctal ares cultivated by MIS was more than one millicn hec-
tares greater than in 1953 and the MP# cowpleted their plan 10% percsnt. The
MIS cultivatied more than four times as much land in 1954 as in 1953, harvested
52 percent more grain with combines, and 1lifted 6L percent more beets. Trac-
tor breakdewns in 1954 decreased ard lsber productivity {in MIS?] increased,
Nevertheless, the MIS failed to utiiize their equipment fully. The average
output per 1l5-horsepover tracter intremsed § percent cver 1952,  Abcui
75 percent of all MIS work wag performed on JZDs.

The volume of livestock production in 1954 was roughly 5 percent greater
than in 1953, but the planned ircreasce was not achieved.

At the end of 1954, there were 570,000 more hogs and over one million
more fowls on hand than at the same time in 1953. The pumber of beef cattle
and sheep was the same as in 1953.
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In view of the fact that bulk-buying quotas were reduced, the state pur-
¢hasing program resulted in purchasing more products at higher prices, par-
ticularly livestock products, resulting in higher profits for agricultural
coocperatives and independent farmers.

The 1954 bulk-buying plan for slaughter cattle was completed 100 per-
cent, while the bulk-buying plan for slaughter calves vas completed 110 per-
cent. Despite an increase in the average welght of slaughter hogs, deliver-
ies failed to reach the planned level,

48 a result of lower production of grain, potatoes, vegetables, fruit,
and some other items, the bulk-buhing plan for these goods was not completed.
In the total 1954 [compulsory?] deliveries the socialist sector accounted for
51 percent of the meat, 59 percent of the slaughter hogs, and 4l percent of
the milk delivered.

In accordance with the directives of the Tenth Congress of the KSC,
bulk-buying prices of some agricultural products were again increased, de-

as were the fees for MIg services. JZDs and independent farmers who ful-
filled their crop deliveries in 1954 haq their delinquent deliveries from
1953 canceled. Additional investment and operational credits were also ex-
tended to JZDs in 1954,

As of 1 Octover 1954, the socialist sector operated 4k percent of all
arable land in Czechoslovakia, Some improvements in the management of the
L state farms and JZDs were noted. State farms planted many erops faster,
achieved higher per-hectare Yyields, increased the milk productivity of their
dairy cows, and increased the averaze weights of their slaughtered cattle,
JZDs made average improvements in management and, in many crops, achieved
higher per-hectare yields than independent farmers.

The afforestation of barren regions and sparsely covered areas of exigt-
ing woodlands continued. In l95h, trees were planted on 5,000 more hectares
than in 1953, Fire-breaks were established on 420 hectares. Almost 95,000
hectares were afforested during 1954, fulfiliing 98 percent cf the planned
goal, In 1954, 13,000 hectares more land was prepared for forest cultivation
than in 1953,

Transportation and Communications

The total volume of freight moved during 1954 was 8 percent greater than
in 1953. This included a L4.2-percent increase in rail freight and a 16.2-
percent Increase in freight hauled by truck. The everage gross weight cf
freight trains increased to 102 percent of the weight plan; the average load
of each car was 2.6 percent greater than in 1953,

By the end of 1954, the railroad transportation system had not succeeded
in remcving all shortcomings . Loading plans were not fulfilled, disrupting
the rhythmic operation of the raeilroad system, Regularity of passenger as
well as Treight trains did not improve substantially. Regularity in loading
and unloading improved progressively with each quarter. Freight car turn-
around time actually increased above that allowed by the plan and.above last
year. In 195k, no reduction in the rate of damages to railroad cars was
noted. The 1954 passenger transportation plan was completed 101.4 percent
and 3.7 percent more passengers were handled than in 1953,
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Construction of double-track 1ineg continued. The Roznava-Turna nad
Bodvou line iy eastern Slovakia vag Virtually completed. Additiona] new
steam angd electric locomotives ang a substantial number of freight cars were
added to the Tolling stock inventory during 195k,

The CSap [Ceskoslovenksa automobilova deprava, Czecheslovak Automobile
Transport ] Enterprise fuiri1leq the 1954 highvay freight transportation plan
for tonnage hauled, 104,31 rercent. The volume of 800ds transported [by tye
CSAD[ was 16,2 Percent greater than in 1953. The activity of the CSAD was
further eéxpanded through the formation of a partnership between the CSAD ang
the Csp [Ceskoslovenske Statni drahy, Czechoslovak State Railroads],

CSAD busee transporteq 4, g percent more passengers in 195% than 1n 1953.
S;rgice vas improveq through addition of new buses and through the expansion
© us lineg,

Dﬁspit& unfavorabie navigation conditions, watep transpertation [enter-
prises] carpieq the seme volume of goods and almost the same number of passen-
Bers in 195k as ip 1953,

About 3.9 bercent more bassengers traveled by air then in 1953,

From the standpoint of the main indexes, the communizations system sur-
passed the plan in 2954 Neyw radic transmitters were bullt, and long-distance
telephone centrals were established in g rumber of cities in the Czech prov-
inces, as wel} 25 in Slovakia. The Planned number of telephone Subseribers
vas excreded by 5.9 percent,

- The number of persons holding radio permits was 2.5 percent greater in

195k than in 1953. The pumber of television-get owners increased, as did the
number of wired-radig listeners,

The installation of telephones 1n MIS, state farms, and JZps progressed
during 1954 gpg at the end of 1954, 70 percent of the MIS, 78 perzent of the
state farms, and 25 percent of the JZDs had telephone service,

Investmsnt~00nstruction
———=—YhSlruction

The total volume of 1954 investments remained at about the same level as
that of 1953, Investments in agrizulture, housing, and cultural and social
provisions increaseq, Investment +n the construction of POwer plants was
T percent greater than in 1953; investments in agriculture virtually doubled;
dnvestments 1in housing were 39 percent greataer, and investments {n cultural
and social provisions increased 82 percent over those of 1953, %

During 1954, Czechoslovakia achieved additional pPreductive capacity.
Most of the ministries, however, failed to but these additional means into
operation within the Specified term. primarily because uwachinery and equip-
ment were not availasble in time.

In the fuel and pover industry, new thermal electric, hydroelectric, and
steam-electric bever plants, with g total capacity of 450 megavatts, were
built; new wining equipment was installed, including one mining machine, two
excavators, and one grader ang 8 washer for black coal. A new lignite mine
was put into operation, A
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During 1954 tne retallurgy and ore mines industry added one rolling
will (kontisochorova valcovaci trat), an agglomeration [conveyer] belt, g
forge, one ¢oking bvattery, 80 electrolytic baths for the production of alumi-

num, and an aluminum foundry. The capacity for mining of pyrites was ex-
panded,

In the chemical indust
fertilizers, viscose fibery
tion for the production of

ry, the capacity for the production of nitrogenous
» and cther products was expanded, A new installs-
eryolite was built.

The Ministry of Engingers
transformer stations

trastore, rolier p

ng put into speretion new fartory pewer plants,
» &nd equipment for the produztion of diesel enginasg,
carings, and forges, Installations for the production of
automobiles were alsc expanded. The caparity for the produstion of sonstrue-
tion matzrials was expanded, primarily through the addition of one iarge new
cement plant and the enlargement of another. One 2ypsum mine was put ipto

Op&ration, and producriop of dricks and prefabricateq “enstruction materiais
W& expanied,

In lighg industry . the capacity of flegx retting and scutching plants was
expanded and new weaving mills were Put into operation.

In the Paper and lumbepr industry, one distillery for the preduction of
wood {s5ulfitcvy) aleohol

s Onhe cligarente paper Plant, and cae sawmill were put
into op:zratien during 1954,

During l95h, a number rf peyw prcduction shops
28 were various vaterwo
communicet ion,

and werehouses were built,
rks and sewer sysvems, highvways and other meane of

Durirg 1954, 28,000 a
area of almost cne mjil
The plan for allocatic
housing, constr:

partments {bytove Jednotky ). wibth a total living
lion square meters, vere turned over fer Secupancy.,
n of heusing was not fulfilied. 1In addition to this
-tion was begun on 38,000 apartments, f

Construction of ap additionai 12,000 family homes was begun through
"self-help" snd state or:dit. Seversl theusend hoewsing unite vere 2120 built
privately,

Some 33 new schozls centaining 0,830 desk

Spaes we s built, and eix
stheel buildings were erlarged by the additicn o

f 720 desk spaces,

The Ministry cf fonstructlon and cther ministries Tulfilled the 1954
state construction and assembtly pians 9.5 percent. The total volume of
such construct

Struction increased 7 Percent cver that of 1953,

The number of workers in construction and assembly activities decreased
from that of 1953. Labvor productivity in construction in 195k was almost
8 pereent above that of 1953. Mechanization ef’ construetion work largely
permitted this increage in lahor productivity A+ the end of 1954, 1k per-
cent more bulldozers, 12 percent more dump trucks, and 2 percent more
SCrapers vere in service than at the end or 1953

During 195k, there was an incresse in the 4Pplication of progressive
work methods, particularly the assenbly-1ine tonstruction methed (proudovy
2PUsob staveni y new methods of plastering,

construction of houses with brick
panels, transportation of bricks in sets (sadky), stc. The construction in-
dustry did not, however, utilize all possibilities for expanding these

metheds. Increased mechanization of construction work ang expansion of pro-
Breseive work methods did result 1in a further decrease in production costs
within the industry, but the planned level of reduction was not achieved,
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Development of the Standsrd of Living and Zultural Aztivities

The standard of living improved substantially during 195, Individual
consumption {osokni spotrebe} [of all types of commodities?] increased 16 per-
cent over l1ast Year.

The 1 April 195k retaiy price reduction, the third since the currency re-
ferm, parmitteg the populaticn to fave 5.9 billicn <rcwns for the year. Re-
ductions in income taxes permitted & saving of over one billion crowns.

At the =nd of 1954, employment wes 3 percent higher than at the end of
1952, Euployment of women increased 6 percent. Women atcounted for 36 per-
cent of the total labor frorce, The average morthly weges of the workers elso
increased. As 8 result of an inoregse in the aversge nominsi vage snd the re.
duation cof retail prices, resl wages rcse.  Through the reduction ¢f prices of
tndustrial goode and the increese 11 bulk-buying prices cf agriculturel prod-
utiss the real income of &gricultural werker: was alse inerezsed,

inereased nominal  mnd reel intomes vers refiscred inm tnereased derosits
11 stete savings banks. During 1954, depeits increased by more than one bil-
lion crowns. and the pumber of depoziter’s puesbocks als: ircreased.

Tt

In terms of comparanvie figures, revail tur 74 wes 20 percent

2bove thaw =f 1952, “he “O0ta. turacver plan wes

Sa;es of the fellowing fordetufis mersased as {ndivared cver 1952 (in i

2 percent ). rice, 1iz; sugar, 19; cennsd mest priducts, 3k 2883, 21; wine, 1i5;
coffee, 56; wheat fiour, 3; miik, 2; and poulzry. T. Because of inadsquate
produrtion, the sgic of meat 1o0%reased only 3 percent over 1953. Bales of ;
bread decreased h percent; while rales of higher -quality baked goods increased ; N
1t percent over 1953 Sales of buiter increscad 29 Dezeent, while sgles of
vegetedis fate desreaseg 3-5 percent. Sales of ~£BUmEs. theeie, and confec-

tiins ircregseg fubstantielly cver lgsc ysar.

Mere 1ndustrial fUcds were purchased in 195k than in 1953, Sales of se-
lected Zadustrisl BCOAS 1nireased B8 Pollows over 1953 {in perceat):. woolen
fabrics, 51; cotton fabrics. i7; linen fabrics. 21; outer garmants, 38;
leather diess footwear. 15, vubbar footvear, o 5Car. ¢9; redios, ilb; bi-
-~ eytles; 2§; reofing tile, 12; and bricks, 19, Sales of refrigeraters rose
5 5.2 times; vashers, 3.8 time:; reving machines; 2.5 vipes: cement, 2.5 times,
and silk fabrics, 2,2 times . over those ef 19¢3,

The selection of “onsumer gocds was expanded by the eddition of new va- R .
rvieties of goods, The variety of meat snd fish products . bakery and confec-
viounary gcods, milk produsts, poultry broducis. candies and durable baked
80043, scaps and cosmetic preduets, and other goods was 2xpsuded. A new type
of television set with a radilo receiver, new types of radizs and radic-phono-
graph combinations high—qua]:ty enameivare, extruded aluminum hcuseware, new
types of feotwear, and new pattarns of knitted wear were put cn sale; npew
types cf toys, Sporiing geeds . photographic equipment  and other goods also be-
came availabie,

Scme new types of special goods, sach as iadssyt Perleon underwear, high-
quality cheese, tobacco produnts, citrus fruits, and other gocds, were imported,

Services to the population were lmproved during 195k by the addition of
nevw sales outlets handling a wide varisty cf gocds. Rural trade was alsc ex-

panded,
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Turnover in communal dining establishments increased over that of 1953,
Restaurantg and other public dining establishments registered a 17-percent in-
crease, while turnover in enterprise kitchens and canteens increased 7 percent,

Additional laundries were put into operation during 1954, and the service
for collecting laundry ang garmeats [for dry cleaning?] was expanded. Addi.
tional enterprises for the repair of clothes and laundry, home and kitchen ap-
Pliances were opened or expanded. Service organizations, advert ising, and
window and home ¢leaning services were established and expanded, as were such
enterprises as florist shops.

The.quality of services rendered to the populaticn, particularly in ep-
tertainmént ang hostelry and in the maintenance of residential and apartment
Property, was not satisfactory.

During 1954, 13 pew clty baths were opened and existing bathing facili-
ties expanded. New waterworks were constructed in 33 obeces, new sewver 5ys~
tems in 13 obeces. During 1954, about 280 kilometers of waterworks and

The city transportation network [in Prague?] was expanded by 10.hk kilo-
meters, and the number of passengers carried was 7.6 percent greater than in
1953.

The expansion of the educational system continued during 1954, During
. the 1954-1955 academic year; 3.4 percent more students attended kindergarten
. than in 1953, The number of students in general educational institutions in-
creased 4 percent ip 1954, During the 1954-1955 academic year, almost 75,000
students enrolled in the ninth grade of 1l-year middle schools and in special-
ized schools of a1l types. Grades nine through 11 of* the 1l-year middle school
vere attended by 61,000 students, while almost 138,000 students.are enrolled
in specialized schools, including 60,000 students in industrial schools,
29,000 in schools of economics (hospodarske skoly), and almost 17,000 in pub- .
1ic health schools {zdravotnicke skoly). In addition to these regular stu-
dents, some 34,000 workers are taking evening, correspondence, and nonresidence
. courses in specialized schools. Almost 49,000 students are enrolled at 40 ad-
' vanced schools of al]l types during the 195k-1955 academic year. This figure,
which is 3 percent greater than the 1953 advanced school enrollment, includes
11,000 female students, More than one half of all the students are specializ-
ing in technical studies,

Approximately 35 percent of the graduates of elementary schools go on to R
study at middle or specialized schools. About 31 percent of the graduates of VF
middle and specializea schools go on to study at advanced schools,

Alnost 22,000 workers are studying in special groups (mimoradne formy) at

advanced schools. In 195&, over 65,000 young qualified workers completed L
studies at mining and railroading schools of the state labor reserve amd at
enterprise apprentice schools, .

During 1954, 64 professional theaters presented 25,000 dramatic produc-
tions, which were attended by almost 12 million bersons. At the end of 1954,
the 3,450 state motion-picture theaters had presented almost one million show-
ings, which were attended by 150 million persons, or 7 percent more than in
1953. Some 529 films, including 22 full-length features, were produced in
Czechoslovakia in 195L,
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More copies of newspapars and other literature were printed in 1954 than
in 1953, and four new creetive aris galleries were built in 1954,

In 1954, the expansion and improvement of medical care continued. The
number of hospitals increased by hl, and new specialized divisions, attended
by medical specialiste, were gdded to a rnumber of existing hospitals and med-
ical centers. Some 5,600 beds were added tc institutions for the infirm, in-
¢luding 4,000 beds 1ip hospitals, 800 in specialized health institutes and
nursiag homes, and 750 in obstetrical institutes, Infant institutes, and chil-
dren's homes,

Positions for medj-al perscmnel in various enterprise medical installa-~
tlcns increased by 113. New enterprise hospitals vere established im Gottwal-
dov and in Gstrava-Kuneice.

The number of [medieal perscnnel? ] positicns in nurseries increesed by
mere than 850 in 295k,

3 Avout 105,000 persons partieipaned ir winter recreation activities at ROH
LRevolucni odborave hnuti, Revolutionary Trade Union Mcvement] rest centers.

, About 163,000 persons took edvantage of sumper recreation at these centers,
while 3,600 tcok advantage of ROH-tponsored tourist activities, Tens of thou-
sands of workers and their dependents took advantage of recreation facilities
at eaterprise resrsation centers,

A great deal cf attention was devoted to physical training and sports.
In 1954, constructicn of playgrounds, athlstic tracks, ard other physical
treining facilities, by means of "self-help," was begun.

. Care for the aged and disabled was elsc improved. During 1954, 13 rest
homes and twe nursing homes were opened, and the number of beds in rest homes
and nursing homes increased by 1,400,

At the end of 1954, the State Sozial Security Office (Statni urad duchc-
doveho zabespeceni) was meking payments to 1,9 mtllizn persons. Abour 6.8 bil-
lion crowns was paxd cut in scoial security payments during 195k. This is
12 percent more than in 1953. New forms of scoia) ~are were also being added,
Avout 61,000 physically handicapped persons were provided vith suitable em- .
ployment. Some 13,000 persone living elcne were provided with communal dining
privileges. A total of 4.6 billicn crowns vas paid out in health insurance
payments and family allotments., The death rate in 1954 was reduced to ten
deaths per 1,000 inhsbitants. Infant mertalivy wae reduced from 45 deaths per
1,000 live births in 1953, to 37 deaths per 1,000 iive bairths in 195%, The
natural population inecrease ip Czechos]

”

Lovakia in 165h was mere than one per-
cent, In Slovakid, this increase wes almost 2 percent, In 195% the popula-
tion of Czechoslovakia numbered over 13 million.
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